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Colossians 1: The Mystery Revealed – Peter Lyne 

Key Outcomes 

The primary objective of the talk was to define the "mystery of the gospel" as the indwelling 
of Christ in the believer rather than a mastery of biblical knowledge or adherence to rules. 
Peter emphasized that this spiritual experience is a miracle of the Holy Spirit that transforms 
theoretical knowledge into a living relationship. 

The Colossian Context 

• Authorship: The epistle to the Colossians was likely written by Paul during his first 
Roman imprisonment, which functioned as a form of house arrest. 

• Origin of the Church: Epaphras, who was converted in Ephesus, is credited with 
bringing the gospel to the city of Colossae in present-day Turkey. 

• Purpose of the Letter: Paul wrote to address heretical attacks and "fine sounding 
arguments" that were attempting to lead the young church into bondage. 

The Nature of the Mystery 

• Definition: The core mystery disclosed to the saints is "Christ in you, the hope of 
glory”. 

• The Fivefold Process: Paul's method of proclaiming this mystery involves five key 
actions: proclaiming, admonishing, teaching, presenting, and struggling (or 
contending). 

• Parables and Secrets: Using Matthew 13, Peter explained that Jesus used parables to 
reveal secrets of the kingdom to those with open hearts while remaining hidden 
from those with closed hearts. 

Theoretical Knowledge vs. Spiritual Experience 

• The Limitation of Intellect: Religious knowledge, scripture exams, and biblical 
literacy do not equate to salvation. 

• Personal Testimony: Peter shared that despite being taught to read from the Bible 
by his grandfather and possessing great biblical knowledge from a young age, he did 
not experience the "saving knowledge" of Jesus' presence until just before his 21st 
birthday. 

• The Essential Question: The critical issue for any believer is whether Jesus has made 
His home in them by the Spirit. 


